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MR. CHOATE'S SPEECH.

We spread upon our pages to-day the revised Eu¬
logy on the life of Daniel Webster, delivered at
Dartmouth College, by the Hon. lturus Choate.
Its perusal will satisfy all that it is not merely a

formal and appointed elaboration of tue virtues and
talents of the great man-to whose character and emi¬
nence it is a tribute. Every sentence breathes an

earnest heartfelt devotion to the memory of the de¬
parted statesman; and we cannot doubt that even

the most laudatory and fervid portions of this ma¬

jestic Address are but sinccre emanations from the
congenial genius which could admire, and the stead¬
fast friend who could love, the exalted subject of
his praise.
We perceivc and are affected by this ardor of

appreciative friendship, as the magnificent periods
roll on with harmony, grandeur, and solemnity of
the ocean surf; and resembling that surf as it
sweeps up, wave after wave, depositing at our feet
the beautiful gems it has found in its quiet depths.
By those who will dwell upon this superb testi¬

monial as its merits invite, it will not be regarded
as an evanescent effort of oratory, but will be pre¬
served as a classic example of one genius, with un¬

affected singleness of mind, erecting a monument
over the grave of a brother genius.

THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA.

Mr. Wood, 'our new Consul at Valparaiso, on his
way thither touched at Jamaica. In a letter to a

friend in Ohio lie describes the condition to which
the sudden and general emancipation of the negro
elaveS' in Jamaica has reduced that magnificent
island. An act of misguided philanthropy has been
the ruin of both whites and blacks, and the miser¬
able race which it was designed to bless appear to
be fast relapsing into a state of utter barbarism.
The following is an extract from Mr. Wood's letter:
"About 10 o'clock A. M. we came in sight of Jamaica.

Mountains appeared, rising several thousand feet. On
nearing the land we took on board a black pilot, ran close
in with the shore about thirty miles to I'ort Royal, and
entered the harbor of Kingston, which, you know, is on
the south side. We were close in with the land from the
time we reached Jamaica unjtfl we entered the harbor.
We saw many plantations, the buildings dilapidated;
fields of sugar-cane half-worked and apparently poor,
and nothing but that which will grow without the labor
of man appeared luxuriant and flourishing. The island
itself is of great fertility, one of the best ®f the Antilles;
but all the large estates upon it are now fast going to
ruin. In the harbor were not a dozen ships of all na¬

tions ; no business was doing, and every thing you heard
spoken was in the language of complaint. Since the blacks
have been liberated they have become indolent, insolent,
degraded, and dishonest. They are a rude, beastly set of
vagabonds, lying naked about the streets, as filthy as the
Hottentots, and I believe worse.
"On getting to the wharf, the first thing, the blacks of

both sexes, in great numbers, perfectly naked, came

swimming about the boat, and would dive for small
pieces of coin that were thrown them by the passengers.
These they would catch in the water or pick from the
bottom. They never fail, though the water is twenty feet
deep.

" The harbor of Kingston is spacious and secure. The
city is old and in ruins. On entering it the stranger la
annoyed to death by the black beggars at every step, and
you must often show them your pistols or an uplifted
cane to rid yourself of their importunities.
" We were here twenty-four hours, took in four hun¬

dred tons of coal, which was all brought on board by black
women in rags, in tubs carried on their heads.

" The whites are very civil and courteous. They seem

delighted to see Americans, say the island is ruined by
legislation and the neglect of the home Government, and
most of them are desirous of getting away.
" I hope the abolition of slavery every where will not

be attended with the same consequences that it has in
Jamaioa.to rain both black and white; but no one visits
Jamaioa without the most thorough conviction that the
liberation of the slave has spoiled him and ruined his
master. I have, however, time for no more comments on

the sulyect."
A letter from Valparaiso, dated the 1st of Au¬

gust, published in an Kastern paper, says:
.'The Hon. Bailie Piyton, our Minister, arrired yes¬

terday from^Santingo; he will wait here the arrival of the
new Minister, who is daily expected. His recall, as well
as that of Mr. Dukr, our estoemod Consul, is greatly re¬

gretted among the Americans. These appointments hare
been, without doubt, the most popular the Government ever
made for Valparaiso. I hope the newly appointed gen¬
tlemen on their way may prove as acceptable to all par-
tie«."

On the 5th instant the Howard Association of New Or¬
leans remitted to Mobile the sum of $1,800, so generously
sent from there during the early period of the epidemic
in aid of their distresses. Mobile, alas I is now suffering
probably about as badly as New Orleans from the scourge.

The Bee mentions it as a fact worthy of record that the
Independent Order of Odd fellows in New Orleans have
been severe sufferers frem the epidemic :

" 8ome of its noblest, purest, and best havo fallen vic¬
tims to the dread destroyer. But, to the eternal honor of
the Order, be it said that no Odd Fallow has been com¬
pelled to ask assistance, outside of his own Order, from
any quarter whatever. Neither have the philanthropicworkings of the Order been confined to members within
ita own immediate jurisdiction. It has been called upon
w> provide for and to inter transient brethren from almost
.very quarter of the compass. The dutiea devolving uponit have been faithfully fulfilled."

In view of these facta, it is a pleasure to state that the
attention of Odd Fellows in other parts of the country has
been aroused to the state of things existing among the
Order in New Orleans, and that assistance has been
promptly given. Contributions have been sent from many
point*.
Navau.The frigate St. Lavrrnce, Com. Dclast, and

the eloop-of-war PefUmvtk, Commander Dorni*, were at
San Francisco on the 14th of August, last from Honolnlu.
Both were shortly to leave, the Portsmouth for the Pacific
Islands and the St. Lawrence on n cruise as far as Val¬
paraiso. The aloop-of-war Jamestown was at Rio on the
8d of August, preparing to return to the River Plate,
from whenoc she had just arrive J.

A CABINET SPEECH.

The Secretary of War returned to "Washington
on the Oth inst. from his excursion to New Kugland.
During his short stop at Hartford, he was compli¬
mented by the citizcns with an impromptu bauquet,
at which the Mayor of the city presided, and who
welcomed the distinguished guest in an appropriate
and cordial address. To this address Colonel Davis
made a brief reply.
" He Bpoke of his own political position as a State-

rights man, claiming that State sovereignty was essential
to true republicanism. In joining the Confederacy, and

subsequently entering into a more perfect union, did Con¬
necticut surrender hor State sovereignty ? Did she aban¬
don the principles on which her independence was de¬
clared ? Would she to-day give up her rights as a State
for which the battles of the Revolution were fought 1

Ur«T7 ova of CuiuweUout will respond with a hearty No!
And this makes hi* a State-rights man" at heart, what¬
ever his professions»ay be. The State-rights men of the
South are friends of tlife fJnion, and they are fast friends
of that great principle of State sovereignty which alone
can sustain and perpetuate it. Col. Davis alluded to his
¦visit North. Twenty-seven years ago, then quite young,
he passed through New England. Since then there have
been marked changes here. Progress had been in the
land of " steady habits," and blessed it with many new
sources of power and wealth. The ingenuity of man has
set in motion complicated machinery which seems to be
endowed with reason. It passes forward and back, trans¬
versely, slowly, swiftly, as the nature of its work re¬

quires. It cuts bard steel and iron as the joiner's plane
shaves the soft pine. These machines, sir, (turning to
Mr. Colt,) which we have seen to-day, are wonderful to
us of the South and West.really wonderful, sir. They
are the surprising results of remarkable ingenuity, and
contribute to the common benefit of our common country.
Your repeating pistols, made in Hartford, are relied upon
on the borders of Texas to protect the men and women
of that State from Indian depredations. Northern manu¬
factures are used by Southern families. These and suoh
as these are the means by which each part is made to
realize its dependanee on every other, and are the sure
bonds of union. The marks of prosperity and happiness
are all over New England. The murmur of the water-fall
has been drowned in the roar of the manufacturing city ;
all is activity save when a New England sabbath spreads
its all-pervading calm and truly welcomes weary man to
a duy of rest. From the physical to the moral, from the
results of ingenuity and industry he turned with pleasure
to the men of New England. Above all that was grand
in their scenery and admirable in their application of the
useful arts, he appreciated them. They were warm¬

hearted, cordial, hospitable, intelligent. And this he had
found equally the case where nature wore her most rugged
aspect as when she smiled on such fertile plains as here
surrounded them. He could never forget his highland
welcome ; but when descending from the mountains this
beautiful valley burst upon his view, he realized the feel¬
ing of the Hun who, on beholding for the first time the
plains of Italy, exclaimed, 4 herfe let my home be.' He
thought that there was not personal intercourse enough
between the North and the South. We should be better
acquainted, and understand each other better, in order to
which we should see more of each other at home. Surely
the result would be a happy one."
The Hartford paper says :

"Col. Davis was frequently interrupted with applause,
and bis brief though feeling and eloquent speech will
long be remembered and cherished by all who had the
pleasure of hearing it. In conclusion, he gave:
" The health and prosperity of old Connecticut, whose

sons are found in every State in the Union." [Cheers.]
REVOLUTION IN MONTEVIDEO.

Accounts from Montevideo to July 24th represent the
state of political affairs there on the brink of another revo¬

lution. There were two parties actively preparing to
submit their rival claims to an arbitrament of arms.the
" Reds " and the .' White*." The former arc the present
administration party ; the latter are desirous of obtaining
a share of power, and to that end, failing in their powers
of persuasion, appear determined to see what virtue there
is in revolution.

" The celebration of the National Anniversary, the 18th
of July, affording a fit opportunity, for two weeks before¬
hand the leaders of the Reds canvassed the matter and
arranged their plans. The black troops of the line were

brought up, and liquor was freely distributed among
them. The national guard, who sided with the Whites,
it sfrems were also prepared for the event by their com¬
mander. Thus matters stood on the morning of the 18th.
At the moment of forming the line for the usual parade on
that day, the national guard being between two ranks of
the trc^ops of the line, the former raised the cry of * Viva
Oribe,' which the blacks returned by crying ' Viva Cesar
Diaz,' whereupon the national guard instantly fired upon
them. The front ranks of the black troops returned the
fire, nnd the rear rank charged upon the national guard
with fixed bajonet, whereupon the latter precipitately
fled, throwing away their arms and leaving aeven of their
number dead upon the field. The whole affair was over
in less than ten minutes."
The details of this affair are not very clear as to re¬

sults, but we infer that the Government has fallen into
possession of the Reds, and that they (the Reds) had
taken the first opportunity to make use of their power
by suppressing the national guard, which body oppos¬
ed their accession to power. A letter in the New York
Courier, from which we have gleaned these particulars,
says:
" Internal disputes, however, between the parties are

not the most serious dangers which menace the stability
of the Montevidean Qovernment. General Oribe, who, as
Rosas's lieutenant, formerly besieged Montevideo for nine
years, is about to renew his attempt to take the capital
on his oirn account, and he is now not forty leagues from
the city, in the mountain, busily engaged in organizing
his forces. The Qovernment, on their side, are also col*
lecting troops, and warm work may soon be expected in

1 this vicinity."
The Norfolk Beacon chronicles the arrival at that port

of a vessel which sailed from Montevideo the 27th July,
and gives the following version of the outbreak above al¬
luded to:

" The calm which had prevailed for some time past be¬
tween the contending parties was broken in upon on the
18th of July, by a contest between a party of Oribe's
troops (white) and the negroes under Pacheco, who holds
the city. The 18th was the anniversary of the Argentine
independence, and it was intended to celebrate the occa¬
sion by a grand military, oivic, and religious display.
The negro troops, some eight hundred in number, were
drawn up on the plaza in front of the Cathedral, prepar¬
atory to forming procession, when some four hundred of
Oribe's troops, from the town of La Union, marched up
and gnve three vivas for Oribe. Upon this the blacks
fired upon them, killing some fifteen, and turned the re¬
mainder out of the city at the point of the bayonet. Qreat
excitement was the consequence, as it was thought that
Oribe would attack the city, but nothing had been done
up to the 27th; all was then quiet."

Importa5t| Dkcisioh..We learn from the Batavia (N.
V.) papers that Judge Dibble has decided that the sale
by the Scncca Chiefs, in 1842, of their lands near-Buffalo,
to the Ogdcn Company, was fraudulent and illegal; and
that he has granted a warrant for the removal of the oc-

cupants of the land.

Americas Colohizatioh Society..The receipts of this
Society during the past month amounted to $1,632, in¬
cluding a legacy of $1,000 left by the late Judge Bt a-

nett, of Cincinnati. The society's next expedition to
Liberia will sail from Baltimore on the 1st of November,
and from Norfolk on the 6th of the same month..Sun.

Dr. Fisher W. Amis has been examined before a police
justice at Cincinnati on the charge of shooting and stabbing
Mr. James C. Haix, with intent to kill. The Justice order¬
ed the prisoner to give bail in the enormous sum of twenty-
five thousand dollars, in default of which he was oommit-
ted to prison. It ii thought that Bail cannot rpfcever
from his wounds,

A DISCOURSE,
COMMEMORATIVE OF DANIEL WEBSTER,

Delivered before the Faculty, Students, and Alumni
of Dartmouth College, on the day preceding thfi
Commencement, July 27,1853.

BY Rl)FUS CIIOATE.

It would be a strange neglect of a beautiful &nu ap¬
proved custom of the schools of learning, and of om of
the most pious and appropriate of the offices of Uterauire,
if the college in which the intellectual life of Daniel v fa¬
ster began, and to which his name imparts charm »nd
illustration, should give no formal expression to her1
grief in the common sorrow; if she should not t aw

near, of the moat sad, in tbc procession of the bereawd,
to the tomb at the sea, nor find, in all her classic shafles, -j
one affectionate and grateful leaf to 6et in tfc*
with wbtok they have bound the brow of her
mightiest departed. Others mourn »nd praise
hip more distant and more general titles to fame and re-'
membrancoj his supremacy of intellect; his staM>man-
ship.ol' fo many years; his eloquence of reason and of the
heart; his love of country, incorruptible, conscientious,
and ruling every hour and act; that greatness combined
of genius, of character, of manner, of place, of achieve¬
ment, which was just now among us, and is not, and yet
lives still and evermore. You come, his cherishing mother,
to own a closer tie, to indulge an emotion more personal
and more fond.grief and exultation contending for mas¬

tery, as iu the bosom of the desolated parent whose
tears could not hinder him from exclaiming, " I would
not exchange my dead son for any living one of Chris¬
tendom."
Many places in our American world have spoken his

eulogy. To all places the^service was befitting, for " Lie
renown is it not of the treasures of the whole country ?"
To some it belonged with a strong local propriety to dis¬
charge it. In the halla of Congre&s, where the majestic
form seems ever to stand and the deep tones to lincer,
the decorated scene of his larger labors and most dif-
fusive gtory ; in the courts of law, to whose gladsome
light he loved to return, putting on again the robes of
that profession ancient as magistracy, noble as virtue
necessary as justice, in which he found the beginning of
his honors; in Faneuil Hall, whose air breathes and
burns of him ; in th* commercial cities, to whose pur¬
suits his diplomacy secured a peaceful sea ; in the cities
of the inland, around whom his capacious public affec¬
tions and wise discernment aimed ever to develop the un
counted resources of that other, and that larger, and that
newer America; in the pulpit, whose place among the
higher influences which exalt a State, our guide in life
our consolation in death, he appreciated profoundly, and
vindicated by weightiest argument and testimony, of
whose othces it is among the fittest to mark and point the
mora of the great things of the world, the excellency of

r
excellency of power passing awav as the

pride ot the wave.passing from our eye to take on immor¬
tality ; in these places, and such as these, there seemed a
reason beyond and other than the universal calamity for
such honors of the grave. But, if so, how fit a place is this

£25IVS*PJXCC . ^ c are among the scenes where the
youth of Webster awoke first and fully to the life of the mind
we stand as it were, at the sources.physical, social,
moral, intellectual.of that exceeding greatness. Some
now here saw that youth. Almost it was yours, A7lum
parvum vulerc Some, one of hid instructors certainly

Pos«bly of Va c.la3S-mate8 or nearest college friends'
whLl hi S® r * i® re&(J' some of the aPartments in
which he studied are here. We can almost call up from
their habitation in the past, or in the fancy, the whole
spiritual circle which environed that time of his life . the
opinions he had embraced ; the theories of mind, of rcli-

pWloaepinr to which he had surren¬

der^,nmlf ; tie cahone of taste and criticism which
he had accepted; the great authors ha loved best .

the trophies which began to disturb bT* flWjT : mr*f»r?T%
of -t ,r\ which he had learned, believed, and begun to
interpret; the shape® of hope and fear in which imngtna-.

kega£,-u before him the good and evil of the
future. SUU the same outward world is around you and
above you. The sweet and solemn flow of the river gleam¬
ing through intervale here and there ; margins and sam¬

ples ot the same old woods, but thinned and retiring ; the
same range of green hills yonder, tolerant of oulture to
the top, but shaded then by primeval forests, on whose
crest the last rays of sunset lingered ; the summit of As-

C.Ulj?e^ ' ,! £re*t northern light that never sets ; the con¬
stellations that walk around and watch the pale; the same
nature undecayed, unchanged is here. Almost the idolatries
of the old paganism grow intelligible. '«.Vaonorum tiumi.
num copua vtneramur," exclaims Seneca. " Xubtta et ft
aoTuplo vasti amnt* cruptio aras habtt !" We stand at the
fountain of a stream ; we stand rather at the place wbeie
a stream, sudden and from hidden springs, bursts to light
and whence we can follow it along anddown as we might our
own Connecticut, and trace its resplendent pathway to tie
sea ; and we venerate and would almost build altars hew?.

tbe lofty language of one of the admirn-.
,

." 1 lU' w.® comc naturally to this piace, as if ne
could thus recall every circumstance of splendid prepara¬
tion which contributed to lit the great man for the scene

°.7' ,W,° C,TC' aS if better bcrc tban e
e could watch, fold by fold, the bracing on of his Yul-

caman panoply, and observe with pleased anxiety the

wh^rg ?i, °f th?1 chariot which' b,,rne on irresistible
whee.s and drawn by steeds of immortal race, is to c?ush
the necks of the mighty and sweep away the seiricd
strength of armies."
And therefore it were fitter that I should ask of *ou

» JI0,U' concern'ng him. Little indeed'anywhere can be added now to that wealth of eulogy thathas
been heaped upon his tomb. Before he died even re-

kn!wn tW°- bemi1,Phcres. 5" be seemed to be
known with a universal nearness of knowledge, lie walked
so long and so conspicuously before the general ere his
actions, his opinions on all things, whioh had been linre
enough to agitate the public mind for the last thirty wars

^ importance and consequences'£1"
markable.anxiously waited for, passionately canvalsed
not adopted always into the particular measure, noide'
01 7 J I'art^ular vote of Government or the comtrv
jet sinking deep into the reason of the people.a «tieam
o influence whose fruits it is yet too sin for PoSphilosophy to appreciate completely ; an impression his
extraordinary intellectual endowments, and of their pecu-

ZJrgSrJ? .°St 'mP°*'nK anJ intelligibleof all forms of manifestation, the moving of others' aimIs

fixeTandithlaVkPr?ri°n hftd Kr°Wn 80 uniT"fal and
nxed, and it had kindled curiosity to hear him and r«*d

ogetlier was so absolute and so pronounced, tht force

amrfwh^on ofh
D thcP0W" of «CQiu«: the exact typeand fashion of his mind, not less than its general mJni-

transDarentmtv l'« ?k *h°-. throu&h hi« "usica and

Erv?f» J ,?; th" ?tenor of tbe man, the grand »ys-'J eve, the deep tones, thc.solemnity the
sovereignty, as of those who would build States, " wacre
every power and every grace did seem to set its ml,"
bv theV* m<l J persona1 observation, by description,
bv , ,r.gr1on cren °f iho9e wb° Mt thc V".

T,errC0,ype' picture, and statue, sofa-

£* w.5 (Ame;iC.an e>e- Krftven on the memory like

ctlnt- rr°uSt,Tt; thc of the me^c in-

thl«i£ n . V
en 80 often *°W.by some so an-

W'th ruch .and had been so literally
littlo lf-ft i » ,

r ' 1 when be died there seemed to be
httle left but to say when and how his change camo ; with

lnvi. If" W^ftt possession of himself, with what
thoiight for others, with what gratitude to God,

* .

w' 1 unfaltering voice, that it was appointed to

I rlu ° t0 bow tbus, leaning on tlierod and
staff of the promise he took his way into the great dark-

bf»
n .ls®ayed, till death should be swallowed up of

" bow th*y ,Rid hi,n in th*t simple
grajc, and turning and pausing and joining their voices

in i TOirf ,8ea' ba<,° him hail and farewell.
r.y\." if1? ,r'"7 know what there is in public biogra-
! * J . ? ^hora is in literature, to be compjirc<l in its

tine 7V v%rictjr and beauty and adequacy of the se-

rill k .,C0TC8 throu«h *hich the love and grief and
ueliberate and reasoning admiration of America for this
great man have been uttered. Little, indeed, there would
i.r ior me to say if I were capable of the light ambition of

f. P°81,D. o"1'4 which othors have aaid on this

whX ntw6 t0 a<id if 1 ,ought 10 9By auJ tbing

.iIiimCit^Lagbt'. PerbftP® tbe place where I was to speak
nn i \ ' T . ^ ^°P,C« that before we approach thc ultimate

ii
onca greatness of Mr. Webster, in its two chief

nf »<.n,mCn i a? attempt to appreciate by what qualities
DiH n!1}'. .vC ftnd *hat succession of action he

» there might be an interest in going back of
u 80 t0 9ft7> pausing a few moments upon his

¦youth. I include in that designation the period from his
birth, on the eighteenth day of January, 1782, until 1^05,
Jrlien, twenty-three years of age, he declined the clerk¬
ship <4 his lather's court, and dedicated himself irrevoca¬
bly to the profession of the law and the ohances of a sum¬
mons to less or more of public life. These twenty-three
years wc shall call the youth of Wcbstor. Its incidents
wo few ami well known, and need not long detain us.

Until May, 17%, beyond the close of bis fourteenth
year, he lived at home, attending the schools of masters
Chase andTappan, sucoesaively ; at work sometimes and
sometimes at play, like any boy; but finding already, as
few beside him did, tho stimulations and the food of in¬
tellectual life in the social library; drinking in, unawares,from the moral and physical aspects about him, the les¬
son nnd the power of contention and self-trust; and
learning how much grander than the forest bending to
the long storm ; or the silver and cherishing Merrimac
swollen to inundation, and turning, as love became mad¬
ness, to ravage the subject intervale; or old woods sul-
leidy retiring before axe and fire.learning to feel how
niuoh grin. Ier than thtve was the coming in of civiliia-
<3on tis there he svw it, courage, labor, patience, plainliving, heroical acting, high thinking, beautiful feeling,the foor of <*od, the love of country and neighborhoodand family, and all that form of human life of which fait
father, and mother, and sisters, and brother were the
endtared exemplification. In the arms of that oircle, en
parent knees, or later, in intervals of work or play, the
future imerican statesman acquired the idea of country,and beume conscious of a national tie and a national
life, '/here and then, something, glimpses, a little of the
romantt, the sweet and bitter memories of a soldier and
bordeitr of the old colonial time and war, opened to the
large /lark eyes of the child; memories of French and
Indiafs stealing up to the very place where the story was

tellini; of men shot down at the plough, within sight
of tlJold log-house; of the massacre at Fort William
Henif; of Stark, of Howe, of Wolfe falling in the arms
of victory; and then of the next age, its grander scenes
and fgher names ; of the father's part at Bennington and
Whit} Plains; of Lafayette and Washington; and then
of tb4 constitution, just adopted, and the first President,
just liaugurated, with services of public thanksgiving to
Almfchty God, and the Union just sprung into life, all
radinit as morning, harbinger and promise of a brighter
day. Vouhave heard how in that season he bought and
first read the constitution on a cotton handkerchief. A
small cannon, 1 think his biographers say, was the omin¬
ous ftaything of Napoleon's childhood. But this inci-
denteuiinds us rather of the youthful Luther, astonished
and Vndling over the first Latin Bible he ever saw, or
the atill younger Pascal, permitted to look into the
EuclU, to whose sublimities an irresistible nature had
secrelv attracted him. Long before his fourteenth year,
the muher first, and then the father, and the teachers
and t|e schools and the little neighborhood had disco¬
vered |n extraordinary hope in the bpy. A purpose, a
dreanv not yet confessed, of giving him an education be¬
gan tosje cherished, and in May, 1796, at the age of a
little nLre than fourteen, he was sent to Exeter. I have
myself neard a gentleman, long a leader of the Eseex
bar, anl eminent in public life, now no more, who was
then a lupil at the school, describe his large frame, su¬
perb fa®, immature manners, and rustic dress, surmount¬
ed withla student's gown, when first he came; and say,
too, ho^ soon and universally his capacity was owned.
Who do«H not wish that the glorious Buckmiuster could
horre ftifcseen and witnessed the whole greatness, but
cortainlyithe renown of eloquence, which were to comc to
the yount stranger, whom, choking, speechless, the great.
fountain if feelings sealed as yet, he tried in vain to en-
courage n declaim before the unconscious bright tribes
of the scljool ? The influences of Exeter on bim were ex-;
cellent, b|t his stay was brief. In the winter of 17% he
was at ho£e again, and in February, 1797, he wos placed
under the private tuition and in the family of Itev. Mr.
Wood, of Boscawcn. It was on the way with his father
to the house of Mr. Wood that he first heard with aston¬
ishment that the parental love and good sense had re-j
solved on the sacrifice of giving him an education at col-,
lege. " I remember," he writes, " the very hill we were
ascending, through d*ep snows, in a New England sleigh,
wlieaiav father mad* his purpose known to me. 1 could
noi speak. IIow could he, I thought, with so large a
family, and in flush namrow circumstance*, think of in¬
curring so great an expense for me T A warm glow ran
all over me, and 1 laid my head on my father s aboattUr
and wept." That speechlessness, that glow, thone tears,
reveal to us what his memory and consciousness could
hardly do to him, that already, somewhere, at some hour
of diy or eveniug or night, as he read some page, or
utuju nan narrative, or eaw some nappier ecnoot-iellow
sot off from Exeter to begin Lis college life, the lore of
intellectual enjoyment, the ambition of intellectual su-

Cremacy had taken hold of him ; that, when or how he
new not, but before he was aware of it, the hope of ob¬

taining a liberal education and leading a professional life
had come to be his last thought before he slept, his first
when he awoke, and to shape his dreams. Behold in
them, too, his whole future. That day, that hour, that
very moment, from the deep snows of that *-low hill he set
out on the long asceut that bore him."no step back-
ward''.to the high place? of ther world! He remained
under the tuition of Mr. Wood until August, 179C, and
then entered this college, where he was, at the end of the
full term of four years, graduated in 1801. Of that col-
lege life you can tell me more than I can tell you. It is
the uuiTersal evidence that it was distinguished by exem-1
plary demeanor, by reverence for religion, respect for
instructors, and observance of law. We hear from all
sources, too, that it was distinguished by assiduous and
vurious studies. With the exception of one or two
branches, for which his impcrfect preparation had failed
to excite a taste, he is reported to have addressed himself
to the prescribed tasks, and to have availed himself of the
whole body of means of liberal culture appointed by the
Government, with decorum and conscientiousness and
teal. We bear more than this. The whole course of tra¬
ditions concerning his college life ia full to prove two
facts. The first is, that his reading, general and various
far beyond the requirements of the faculty or the average
capacity of that stage of the literary life, was not solid
and useful merely, which is vague commendation, but it
was such as predicted and educated the future statesman.
In English literature, its finer parts, its poetry and taste¬
ful reading, I mean, he had read much, rather than many
things, but he had read somewhat. That a young man
of his emotional nature, full of eloquent feeling, t^ho
germs of a fine taste, the ear for the music of words, the
eye for all beauty and all sublimity already in extraordi¬
nary measure his, already practising the art of composi¬
tion, speech, and criticism, should have recreated him-
self, as wo know ho did, with Bhakspcare and Pope and
Addison ; with tlio great romance of Defoe; with tLe more
recent biographies of Johnson, and his grand imitations
of Jflvenal; with the sweet and refined simplicity an 1 ab¬
stracted observation oif Goldsmith, mingled with sketches
of homefelt delight; with the elegy of Gray, whose
solemn touch** soothed Ike tliuugbd ui tcstetl (be ivf
sciousness of the last hour ; with the vigorous originality
of the then recent Cowper, whom he quoted when he
came home, as it proved, to die.thin we should have ex¬

pected. But I have heard, and believe, that it was to
another institution, more austere and characteristic, that
his own mind was irresistibly and instinctively even then
attracted. The conduct of what Locke calls the human
understanding; the limits ofhuman knowledge; the means
of coming to the knowledge of the different classes of
truth ; the laws of thought; the science of proofs which
is logic ; the soience of morals : the facts of history; the
spirit of laws; the conduct and aims of reasoning in
politics.these were the strong meat that announced and
began to train the great political thinker and rcasoner of
a later day.

I have heard that he might oftener be found in some
solitary seat or walk, with a volume of Gordon's or Ram¬
say's Revolution, or of the Federalist, or of Hume's his¬
tory of England, or of his Essays, or of Grotiuj, or Puf-
fondorf, or Cicero, or Montesquieu, or Locke, or Rurke,
than with Virgil, or Shakspeare, or the Spectator. Of
the history of opinions, in the department of philosophy,
he was already a curious student. The oration he deli¬
vered before the United Fraternity, when he was gradua¬
ted, treated that topic of'opinion, under some aspects, as
I recollect from onco reading the manuscript, with copi¬
ousness, judgment, and enthusiasm ; and some of his
ridicule of the Berkleian theory of the non-existence of
matter, I well remember, anticipated the sarcasm of a
later day on a currency all metallic, and on nullification
as a strictly constitutional remedy.The other fact, as well established, by all we can ga¬
ther of his life in college, is, that the faculty, so tran¬
scendent afterwards, of moving the minds of men by
speech, was already developed and effective in a remarka¬
ble degree. Always there is a best writer and speaker or
two in college; but this stereotyped designation seems

wholly inadequate to convey the impression he made in
,his time. Many now alive have said that some of his

Jerformances, having regard to his youth, his objects,
i« topics, his audience, one on the celebration of Inde-

pendence.^onc a eulogy on a student much beloved, pro-
du«ed an "instant effect, and loft a rwolltCtSva to which

nothing else could be compared ; which could be felt and
admitted only, not explained; but which now they know
were the first sweet tones of inexplicable but delightfulinfluence, of that voice, unconfirmed as yet, and unassur¬
ed, whose more consummate expression charmed and sus¬
pended the soul of a nation. To read these essays now

disappoints you soruewhut. As Quiutiliau says of ITor-
tccsius, Ajiparet jilvcuiue alii/uitl co dicentt quod legtntes noninvcttimtu. Some spell there was in the spoken word
which the leader misses. To find the secret of that spell
yon must recall the youth of Webster. Beloved fondly,and appreciated by that circle as much as by any audience,
larger, more exacting, more various, and more fit which af¬
terwards he found any where; known to be manly, just,
pare, generous, affectionate ; known and felt by his strongwill, his higb aims, his commanding character, his un-
common and difficult studies ; he Lad every heart's warm¬
est good wish with him when he rose ; and then, when,
unchecked by any very severe theory of taste, unde¬pressed by auy dread of faying something incompatiblewith his place abdfaiuo or unequal to himself, he just un¬locked the deep spjing of that eloquent feeling, which, in
oounexiun with hit power of mere intellect, was such a
stupendous psychological mystery.and gave heact aqdsoul, not tothefconduet of an argument, or th® WivestP
gation and display of a truth of tbt rwtfon, but te
a fervid, beautiful, and prolonged emotion, to grief,
to eulogy, to the patriotism of scholars, why need we
doubt or wonder, as they looked on that presiding brow,
the eye large, sad, unworldly, incapable to be fathomed,the lip and chin, whose firmness as of chiselled, perfectmarble, profoundest sensibility alone caused ever to
tremble, why wonder at the traditions of the charm which
they owned, and the fame which they even then pre¬dicted?

Hi*# college life closed in 1801. For the statement that
he had thought of selecting the profession of theologythe surviving inembors of his family, his eon and his
brother in-law, assure me there is no foundation. Cer¬
tainly he began at ouce the study of the law, and, inter¬
rupted only by tho necessity of teaching an academy a
few months, with which he united the recreation of re¬
cording deeds, he prosecuted it at Salisbury in the office
of Mr. Thompson, and at Boston in the office of Mr.
Gore, until March, 1805, when, resisting the sharp temp¬tation of a clerkship and an annual salary of fifteen hun¬
dred dollars, he was admitted to tke bar.
And so he has put on the robe of manhood, and has

come to do the work of life. Of his youth there is no
need to say more. It had been pure, happy, strenuous;
in many things privileged. The influence of home, of
his father, and the excellent mother and that noble bro¬
ther whom he loved so dearly and mourned with such
sorrow.these influences on his heart, principles, will,
aims, were elevated and strong. At an early age, com¬

paratively, the then great distinction of liberal education
was his. Ilis college life was brilliant and without a
stain ; and in moving his admission to the bar Mr. Gore
presented him as one of extraordinary promise.

With prospects bright, upon the world he came.
Fure love of virtue, strong detire of fume :
Men wutehed the way his lofty mind would take,
And all foretold the progress he would icaite.

And yet, if on some day asthat season was drawing to
its close, it had been foretold to him that before his life.
prolonged to little more than threescore years and ten.
should end he should see that country in which he was
coming to act his part expanded across a continent; the
thirteen States of J801 multiplied to thirty-one: the ter¬
ritory of the northwest and<he great valley below sown
full of those stars of empire; tho Mississippi forded, and
the Sabine, aud Rio Grande, and the Nueces; the pon¬
derous gates of the Rocky Mountains opeued to shut no
more; the great tranquil sea become our sea; her area
seven times larger, her people five times more in num¬
ber ; that through aU experiences of trial, the madness of
party, the injustice of foreign Powers, the vast enlarge¬
ment of her borders, the antagonisms of interior interest
and feeling, the spirit of nationality would grow stronger
still and more plastic; that the tide of American feeling
would run ever fuller; that her agriculture would grow
more scientific, her arts more various-Ukd instructed, and
better rewarded; her commerce winged to a wider and
still wider flight ; that the port »he wevld piny in h«m»u
affairs would grow nobler ever, and more recognised;
th-it in tfcis vast growth of national greatness time wvn\d
be found fur the higher necessities of the soul; that her
popular and her higher education would go on advanc-
ing ; that her charities and all her enterprises of philan-i thropy would go on enlarging; that her age of lettered
glory would find its auspicious dawn; and then it had
been also foretold him that even so, with her growth and

i strength, should his fame grow and be established and
cherished, there where she should garner up her b$art;
that by long gradations of service and labor he should rise
to be, before he should taste of death, of the peerless
among Ler gre.it ones; that he should win the double
honor and wear the double wreath of professional and
public supremacy*" that he should become her wisest to
counsel and her most eloquent to persuade; that he should
come to be called the Defender of theConstitution and the
preserver of honorable peaco: that the '. austere glory of
suffering" to save the Union should be his ; that his death,
at the summit of greatness, on the verge of a ripe and
venerable Age, should be distinguished, less by the flags
at half-mast on ocean and lake, less by the minute-gun,less by the public procession and the appointed eulogy,than l>y the sudden paleness overspreading all faccs, by
gushing tears, by sorrow, thoughtful, boding, silent, tho
sente of desolateness, as if renown and grace were dead.
as if the hunter's path, and the sailor's in the great soli¬
tude of wilderness or sea, henceforward were more lonelyand less safe than before.had this prediction been whis¬
pered, how calmly had that perfect sobriety of mind putit all aside as a pernicious or idle dream 1 Vet in the
fulfilment of that prediction is told the remaining storyof his life.

It does not come within the plan which I haYe marked
out for this discourse to repeat the incidents of that sub¬
sequent history. The more conspicuous are known to youand the whole American world. Minuter details the time
does not permit nor the occasion require. Some quitegeneral Yicws of what he bccair.c and achieved: some at¬
tempt to appreciate that intellectual power, and force of
will, and elaborate culture, and that pswer of eloquence,
so splendid and remarkable, by which he wrought his
work ; some tribute to the endearing and noble parts of
his character; and some attempt to vindicate the politi¬cal morality by which his public life was guided, even to
its last great act, are all th.it I propose, and much more
than I can hope worthily to accomplish.

In coming, then, to consider what he became and
achieved, I have always thought it was not easy to lay too
much stress, in the first place, on that realization of what
might have been regarded incompatible forms of superior¬
ity, and that exemplification of what might have been re¬
garded incompatible gifts or acquirements, "rare in their
separate excellence, wonderful in their special combina¬
tion," which meet us in him every where. Remark, first.
Hint enuninc, rarv, If not llje first
rate, in the two substantially distinct and ankindrcd pro¬
fessions, that of the law and that of pubiio life. In sur¬
veying that ultimate and fiuished greatums in which he
stands before you in his full stature and it his best, this
double and blended eminence is the first tiing that fixes
the eye, and the Ia*t. uiien he u>ct 10 wns first of
American lawyers au<l first of American statesmen. In
both characters he continued, discharge the foremost
part in each, d.»wn to tlio falling of th awful curtain.
Both characters ho kept distinct, the habu of mi&d, the
forms of reasoning, the nature of the profs, the stjle of
eloquence. Neither hurt nor changed to other. How
much his understanding was "quickene and invigora¬
ted" by the law 1 have often heard him aknowledge and
explain. But how. in spite of the law, wb that mind, by
other felicity and other culture, " opened nd liberalized"
also! How few of what are called themd inttdlectual
habits of the bar he carried into the dwt»« of statesman¬
ship ! His interpretations of the eonstitUon and of trea¬
ties; his expositions of public law, how Ule do you find
in tliero, where, if any where, yon would ipect it, of the
mere ingenuity, the moving of .' vermicide questions,"
the word-catching, the scholastic subtle which, iu the
phrase of his memorable quotation,

" Can sever andivide
A hair 'twixt north and northwesiide,"

ascribed by satire to the profession: andow much of its
truer function, and nobler power of callii, history, lan*
guago, the moral sentiments, reason, co*on sense, the
high spirit of mngnanimous nationality, . the searoh of
truth ! How little do we find in his poles of another
bad habit of the profession, the worst '. »1 of the cave,"
a morbid, unreasoning, and regretful pa«>n for the past,
that bends and weeps over the stream, rning irreversi¬
bly, because it will not return and wi'not pause, and
gives back to vanity every hour a chanp an l less beau¬
tiful face We ascribe to him certainly sober and con¬

servative habit of the mind, and such had. Such a

habit the study and practice of the law dibtlew does not/
impair. But his was my Lord Uacen's ci«erv!w<»in 11/
held with him "that antiquity deservetthis
that men should make a stand thereupf. "J'i Jl9c/y.iwUt ia the beet way; but whea the ^»vTer7

/ . /

takefl, then to »&ke progression." lie would keep thoUnion according to the Constitution, not as u relic, a me¬
morial, a tradition ; not for what it has done, though thatkindled his gratitude and excited his admiration hut forwhat it is now and hereafter to do, when adapted by awise practical philosophy to a wider and higher area, tolarger numbers, to severer and more glorious probation.Who better thau he has grasped and displayed the ad-
vauoing tendencies and enlarging duties of America?
Who has caught.whose eloquence, whose genius, whose
counsels, have caught more adequately the gentiiue in¬
spiration of our destiny ? Who ha* better expouuded bywhat moral and prudential policy, by what improved cul¬
ture of heart and reason, by what true worship of God,by what good faith to all other nations, the dangers of
that destiny may be disarmed, and its large promise luid
hold on ?¦
And while the lawyer did not hurt the statesman, the

statesman did not hurt the lawyer. More; the statesman
did not modify, did not unrobe, did not tinge the lawyer.It would not be to him that the epigram could have ap¬plication, where the old Latin satirist makes the client
complain that his lawsuit is concerning trc« c»/»c//<e, three
kid*| and (hat hi* ad*ocate, with large disdain of tttfm, is
haranguing with Tom roioe and both hand* ibvWthe
slaughters of Canme, the war of Mithridat**?, the perju¬
ries of Hannibal. I could nevfcr detect that in his dis¬
cussions of law he did not just as much recogaisc autho-

| rity, just as anxiously seek for adjudications old and
new in his favor, just as closely sift them and collate1 thetn, that he might bring them to his side if he could, or
leave them ambiguous and harmless if ho could not; that
he did not just as rigorously obeerve the peculiar modewhich that science employs in passing from the known to
the unknown, the peculiar logic of the law, as if he had
never investigated any other than legal truth by any other
organon than legal logic in lus life. Peculiarities of legalreasoning he certainly had, belongiug to the peculiar
structure and vast power of his mind; more original
thought, more discourse of principles, less of that mere
subtlety of analysis which is not restrained by good
sense, and the higher power of duty tempering and com¬
bining one truth in a practical science with other truths,
from absurdity or mischief; but still it was all strict and
exact legal reasoning. The long habit of employing the
more popular methods, the probable and plausible con¬
jectures, the approximations, the compromises of delibe¬
rative discussion, did not seem to have left the least trace
on his vocabulary, or his reasonings, or his demeanor.
No doubt, as a part of his whole culture, it helped to give
enlargement and general power and elevation of mind ;
but the sweet stream passed under the bitter sea, the bit¬
ter sea pressed on the sweet stream, and each tiowfed un«
mingled, unchanged in taste or color.

I have said that this double eminence is rare, if not un¬
precedented. We do n« justice to Mr. Webster if wo do
not keep this ever in mind. How many exemplifications
of it do you find in British public life ? The Earl of Chat¬
ham, Burke, Fox, Sheridan, Windham, Pitt, G rattan,
Canning, Peel.were they also, or any one, the acknow¬
ledged leader in Westminster Hall or on the circuit?
And, on the other hand, would you say that the mere
parliamentary career of Mansfield, or Thurlow, or Dun¬
ning, or En-kino, or Camden, or Curran, would compare
in duration, constancy, variety of effort, the raugo of to¬
pics discussed, the fullness, extent, and affluenco of the
discussion, the influence exerted, the space filled, the Se¬
natorial character completely realized with his ?- In our
own public life it is easier to find a parallel. Great names
crowd on us in each department; greater, or more loved,
or moro venerable no annals can show. But how few,
even here, have gathered the double wreath and the blend¬
ed fame!

Anil now, having observed the fact of this combination
of quality anl excellence scarcely compatible, inspect for
u moment each by itself.
The professional life of Mr. Webster began in the springof 1805, It may not be said to have ended until he died ;

but I do not know that it happened to him to appear in
court for the trial of a cause ufter his argument of the
Goodyear patent for improvement* in the preparation of
InJia rubber, in Trenton, in March, 1862.
There 1 saw and last heard him. The tbirty-foar year#

which had elap*«d uiio*, a member of tbia college, at
home for health, I first saw and heard him in the Supreme
Court of Massachusetts, in the county of Kmc a,
ing Jackmhn, accused of the robbery of Goo^pich, had in
almost all things changed him. The raven fiair, the vig¬
orous full trarne and firm tread, the eminent but severe
beauty of the couutenance, not yet sealed with the mid¬
dle age of man, the exuberant demonstration of all sort*
of power, which so marked him at first, for these, as once
they were, 1 explored in vain. Yet how far higher was
the interest that attended him now : his sixty-nine years,
robed as it were with honor and with love, with ussocia-
tions of great service done to the Htate, and of great fame
gathered and safe; and then the pertect mastery of the
cause in its legal and scicntific principles and in all its
facts; the admirable clearness and order in which his
propositions were advanced successively; the power, the
occasional high ethical tone, the appropriate eloquence
by which they were made probable and persua.-ive to tho
judicial reason, these announced the leader of the Ameri¬
can bar, with every faculty und entry accomplishment bywhich he had won that proud title wholly unimpaired ;the eye not dim nor the natural force abated.

I caunot here and now trace, with any minuteness, the
course of Mr. Webster at the bar during these forty-eight
years from the opening of his office in Boscawen: nor
convey any impression whatever of the aggregate of labor
which that course imposed : n6r of the intellectual powerwhich it exacted; nor indicate the stages of his riee; nor
define the time when his position at the summit of th*
profession may be said to have become compltlcly vindi¬
cated. You know^in general, that he begin the practiceof the law in New Hampshire in the spring of 1 >-"»; th*»
he prosecuted it, here, in its severest schocl, wi»h ereat
diligence ana Dniiiant success, among competitors of
larger experience and of consummate ability, uutil 1810;
that he then removed to Massachusetts, and that there,in the courts of that 8tate and of other States, and in
those of the General Government, and especially in the
Supreme Court sitting at Washington, he pursued it as
the calling by which he was to earn his daily bread until
he died. Vou know indeed that be did not pursue it ex¬
actly as one pursues it who confines himself to an office,and seeks to do the current and miscellaneous htuincsa of
a single bar. His professional employment, as I have
often heard him »ay, was very much the preparation of
opinions on important questions presented from everypart of the country, and the trial of causes. This kind of
professional life allowed him seasonable vacations; and
it accommodated itself somewhat to the exactions of hisother and public life. Bat it was all one long and conti¬
nued practice of the law; the professional character was
never put off, nor tlie professional robe long uuworn tothe last.
You know, too, his character as a jurist. This to^piohas been recently and aapArately treated with great abili¬

ty by qu6 »n a high degree competent to the task, the latelearned Chief Justice of New Hampshire, now Professorof Law at Cambridge, and it needs no additional illustra¬tion from me. Vet let me say that herein also tlio firstthing which strikes you is the union of diverse and, as Ihave said, what might have been regarded incompatibleexcellences. I shall submit it to the ludirrnent of the uni-
| versal American bar, if a carefully prepared opinion of
Mr.Webster, on any question of law wbatererin the whole
range of our jurisprudence, would not be accepted everywhere as of tlie most commanding authority, and u<* the
highest evidence of legal truth ? I sulimit it to that samo
judgment if for many years before his death they would
not hate rather chosen to entrust the maintenance and
enforcement of any important proposition of law what¬
ever, before any legal tribunal of character whatever, to
his be*t exertion ot his faculties, than to any other abili¬
ty which the whole wealth of the profession could supply ?
And this alone completes the description of a lawyerand a forensic orator of the first rate; but it does not

complete the description of his professional character.
1J) the siJe of all this, so to speak, there was that whole
class of qualities which made him for any description of
trial by jury whatever, criminal or civil, by even & moreuniversal assent, foremost. For that form of trial no fa¬culty was unused or needless ; but you were most struckthere to see the unrivalled legal reason put off, as it were,and reappear in the form of a robust common sense andeloquent feeling, applying itself to an exciting subject ofbusiness ; to see the knowledge of men anil life by whichthe falsehood and veracity of witnesses, the probabilitiesand improbabilities of transactions as sworn to, were dis¬cerned in a moinen*; tho direct, plain, forcible speech :the consummate narrative, h department which he hadparticularly cultivated, and in which no man ever excelledhim ; the easy and perfect analysis by which he conveyedbis side of the cause to the mind of tho jury ; the occa-sional gush of strong feeling, indignation, or pity ; themasterly yet natural way in whioh all the moral emotionsof "hich his cause was susceptible were called to use ; theooe*aU*.i sovereignty of diotation to whioh his oonvio-tions seemed spontaneously to rise.Webster 8 cfforts in trials by jury compose a moretraditional and evaneiceat part of hi* professional repu.


